The Way of Jesus
Week 3
How Spiritual Change Happens: ‘The Christ Focus’

[bookmark: _GoBack]Spiritual change, formation into Christlikeness, happens in a dependent, interactive life with the living Jesus Christ and his Kingdom.  That interactive relationship is, in fact, eternal life (John 17.3).  In entering this life there are two preliminaries and two essentials that should be thought about and embraced.  These four together are what Dallas Willard calls ‘The Christ Focus’  (Knowing Christ Today, pp 150-156)



The First Preliminary:  Humility
Matthew 18.3-5  Become like little children.  The attitude that says ‘we are in charge’ and quite competent to manage our own lives keeps us from the kingdom.  Little children, however, naturally and easily look for guidance and help.  
Luke 18.9-14  Two men praying in church.  A realistic view of your own brokenness, sinfulness, opens the door to the kingdom.  ‘Only the humble person will let God be God’ (DW, ‘Knowing…’, p 151)



The Second Preliminary:  Intention of Inward Rightness  
Matthew 5.20  This is the settled intention to become like Christ, on the inside, ‘in the hidden dimensions of the human character’ that eluded the Pharisees.  That inward life is launched by the new birth (John 3.3,5), and progressively touches our whole life as we live with him day by day and hour by hour.




The First Essential:  The Constant Presence of Christ Where We Are
The presence of the Kingdom here and now (Luke 17.20-21; Matt 4.17) and the availability of Christ in every and all circumstances (Matt 28.20) is the fundamental dynamic that brings sanctification to our lives.  From our side this is ‘the invocation, expectation, receptivity of God’s presence and activity where we are and in what we are doing at any given time.’   (DW, ‘Knowing…’, p 153) 

The story of Frank Lauback, “Letters by a Modern Mystic” and Br Lawrence, “Practicing the Presence of God”



The Second Essential:  Obedience Where We Are
This brings us to the place where we are ready to do what pleases God in every circumstance.  John 14.15-16, 21,23 is a good description of this interactive relationship.  Its nature is love (‘unpacked’ by Jesus and his teachings), and our hearts are set to grow in that love.  We ‘follow Jesus for the sake of others’ (Todd Hunter), ‘expecting God to intervene with us to produce an outcome that is beyond all human ability.’ (DW, ‘Knowing…’, p 155)


Learning to live a well ordered life anchored in these four things is unavoidable and essential if transformation is to be authentic.  All of this, of course, takes shape according to the individual and to variations in culture, but the framework is stable and rooted in biblical reality, Kingdom life, and the experiences of Christians through 2000 years.



Homework for Week 3
· Read Apprentices…  chapters 7-9


‘The Way of Jesus.
Week 3
How Spiritual Change Happens: ‘The Christ Focus’

Sorta et i Orsers s e, s e iy
e Ko et o e e O 131
e i s s et St e
o e b s oo o e T,

“The First relminary: Humiity
o 133 Bt e M . T st s v o e
o Ot e s B g A 4,
ey o s
AT T4 T o e, At v of o v ks, e,
S e e S e e A T B e

e secons retmiary: ntention of nued mightess

et e o ok i b . Tt e e e
e o T g ot o e e i 1 1
et

The FirstEssentia: The Constant resence o Chit Where We Are
o ot e e S e o
e s e e e ot e o i o0
S 055,

ot ok Lty e s e, oo

T s s e ot s G vy e
o B oo s b s e, et s
e by s e s o s g Bt v W o
L S (T i o e w2 o o
e i Sy (oW o 15 55




